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Optics and Red dot sights have become an extremely common and perhaps standard with many gun 
owners at least in part due to their  intuitive ability to assist in the improvement of the shooters 
performance and ability. However, while electronic optics can offer advantages, they should not be 
viewed as a replacement for fundamental marksmanship skills or as a substitute for reliable backup 
aiming systems.

One of the most important considerations when equipping a firearm with a red dot sight is maintaining 
the ability to co-witness with iron sights. This redundant ability decreases the chances of a situation 
going from terrible to catastrophic by providing an additional layer of reliability should the an optic 
become unavailable or compromised.

Red Dot Sights Provide Many Advantages When Used Correctly 
Traditional iron sights require the shooter to align a rear sight with a front sight and target 
simultaneously, whereas a red dot sight places the illuminated aiming point on the target while allowing
the shooter to maintain focus on the target itself.

Because of this, several advantages can be observed:

� Faster target acquisition.

� Improved situational awareness through target-focused shooting.

� Increased effectiveness during dynamic shooting.

� Enhanced performance in reduced-light conditions when used appropriately.

� Greater accessibility for shooters who struggle to obtain a crisp front sight focus.

These benefits have contributed to the widespread adoption of red dot optics across numerous shooting 
disciplines and professional organizations, however it cannot be overstated that the use of a Red Dot 
Site should never be used to fully replace the use of iron sights which will be demonstrated further 
below.

Electronic Systems Require Contingency Planning
Although many advances have been made within recent years to overall device durability and battery 
life, red dot sights remain at the end of the day electronic devices and as such they can and will suffer 
unexpected failures.

Some of these failures include:

� Battery depletion.

� Electronic malfunction.

� Obstruction of the lens from mud, snow, rain, blood or other debris.



� Damaged lenses.

� Loss of zero following severe impact.

� Other excessive environmental contaminates.

While most modern optics are engineered to withstand these demanding conditions, no electronic 
system is immune to failure and therefore, once again should never be relied upon exclusively.

Why Co-Witnessed Iron Sights
The technique of Co-witnessing sites sounds exotic, however in reality is actually very simple to learn. 

The term Co-witnessing simply refers to the use of the weapons iron site through the optic's window 
and utilizing the red dot to verify proper placement on the target. It is however important to remember 
that the human eye will always track to the brightest object available to it and therefore will likely 
focus on the illuminated dot. For this reason it is extremely important to not “Chase the Dot” and to 
remain focused on the front sight and target.

The main reason for this is actually very simple: if the optic becomes unusable for any reason, the 
shooter can immediately transition to the iron sights without removing the optic or significantly 
changing their shooting position.

Some of the main advantages include:

� Immediate access to a backup aiming system.

� Reduced downtime if the optic fails.

� The maintaining of capability

The use of red dot sights are intended to provide and function as a redundant sighting system and never
as a replacement.

Train With Both Systems But Master Your Iron Sights First
Many people will incorrectly believe that a red dot sight (Not unlike a laser) will immediately ensure 
proficiency. This however can be no further from the truth and in fact can lead to a false sense of 
security which can ultimately lead to serious problems. 

Shooters can and do benefit from developing competence with both red dot optics and traditional iron 
sights, however as stated earlier within this article, as an electronic device failures can and will happen 
at the most inopportune time and therefore having the ability to operate with the iron sites exclusively 
cannot be overstated.

Training regiments or sessions should always incorporate the following:

� Confirming zero for both the optic and iron sights.

� Practicing transitions between the optic and iron sights.

� Verifying sight alignment after maintenance or equipment changes.

� Periodically shooting with the optic turned off to reinforce iron sight fundamentals.

� Understanding the specific co-witness configuration of the firearm.

By following the guideline above with regular practice within both techniques will go far to ensure that
in the event of a catastrophic failure of an optic the transition and ability to remain in the fight will be 
maintained.

The Need to Continually Maintain Fundamentals
The simple act of adding a red dot optic to a firearm has not changed the core principles of accurate 



shooting. Proper grip, stable shooting position, trigger control, follow-through, and awareness of the 
target and surroundings remain essential regardless of the sighting system used.

In Conclusion
The introduction of Red dot sights have caused a transformation within the modern shooting 
community by offering increased target acquisition and when used properly they can be exceptionally 
capable tools that can assist in the improvement of a shooters performance within a wide range of 
scenarios.

However, no electronic device is infallible and by incorporating the use of co-witnessed iron sights a 
simple and effective additional layer of redundancy becomes available.

Continue Your Training Journey with Grey Wolf Consulting, LLC

We encourage you to continue exploring the Grey Wolf Consulting, LLC training resources and 

educational articles to help you build a stronger foundation of knowledge and skill. 
At Grey Wolf Consulting, LLC (www.greywolfconsulting.us) our slogan reads Knowledge – Integrity –
Discretion – Honor, It is theses principles in addition to our belief and philosophy that the selection of 
proper equipment is only one part of developing a responsible and capable mindset. While tools are 
extremely important, they are only truly most effective when combined with proper knowledge, skill 
and attitude coupled with sound judgment, and quality training.

Our training philosophy is built around developing well-rounded individuals who understand that 
personal safety and professional performance require more than simply equipment alone. Awareness, 
critical thinking, communication, and disciplined decision making skills remain the foundation of 
effective preparation.

Through continued education with Grey Wolf Consulting, LLC, students can further develop their 
understanding of:

� The role equipment plays within a broader preparedness plan

� How stress impacts critical decision-making and performance

� The high value of consistent professional training and continued education

� How the correct mindset will impact informed decisions within high stress environments

Whether you are beginning your training journey, expanding your knowledge, or seeking to refine your
existing skill set, Grey Wolf Consulting, LLC (www.greywolfconsulting.us) is committed to providing 
high quality professional firearms and tactics education focused on professionalism, responsibility, and 
continuous improvement.
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